
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

VOTE 
NOVEMBER 2, 2010 

 

Propositions 

 

 

 

19 Legalize and Tax Marijuana   YES 

 

20 Congressional Redistricting by Commission NO 

 

21 State Parks License Surcharge   YES 

 

22 Transportation and Local Government Funds NO 

 

23 Global Warming Law Suspension   NO 

 

24 Business Taxes     YES 

 

25 State Budget Simple Majority   YES 

 

26 Taxes and Fees  2/3
rd

’s Requirement  NO 

 

27 Redistricting by the Legislature   YES 

 

 

(For Candidates see Page 11) 

MOUNTAIN DEMOCRAT 
Oct - Nov, 2010 



The Mountain Democrat is published bimonthly by the Democratic 
Clubs of Eastern Madera and Mariposa Counties which are 
affiliated with the California Democratic Council, and is 
distributed to all current members of those clubs.  For a 
membership application see the inside back cover of this 
newsletter. 

 
 

COMING EVENTS CONTACT US 

  
  

 CDC Yosemite Gateway 
October 2010 (Vacant) 

  

Oct 2:  Oakhurst Club Meeting  
  
Oct 9:  Mariposa Club Meeting  
 Mariposa Democratic Club 

 John Stewart:  209-742-1010 
  

November 2010 Oakhurst Democratic Club 
 Scott Hill:  559-658-2342 

Nov 2: VOTE (cover and p. 11)  
  
Nov 6:  Oakhurst Club Meeting  

  
Nov 13:  Mariposa Club Meeting  
  

 Newsletter/Web Page Editor 
 Scott Hill: 559-658-2342 

  
 
 

For more information about our Democratic Clubs and 
Democratic happenings around the state and nation open your 
trusty web browser and visit our web page at: 

YosemiteDems.net 
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Breakfast Reception for Secretary Debra Bowen 
Sponsored by the Oakhurst Democratic Club 

 
August 7, 2010 

 

 
 

To view all the pictures in this issue in color, go to: 
http://yosemitedems.net/PDF/MtnDem1010.pdf 
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Ordering Off the Menu 
By Les Marsden 
 
America is in a dire mess with unemployment and foreclosures on 
the rise: the nation blames Democrats.   1 in 7 Americans lives in 
poverty, the highest number since 1959, and, yup, it’s the fault of 
the Democrats!  Infrastructure continues to rot, our trade imbalance 
is scarcely improving, President Obama has disappointed the left, 
disenchanted the center, AND the right smells blood in the water.  
We’re headed for an historic rout this November, with 
prognosticators predicting the Dems will lose the House and up to 
60 seats therein, with the possibility of the Senate falling to the 
GOP, too. Boehner’s drooling at the prospect of grabbing the 
Speaker’s gavel back and McConnell is licking his chops. 
 
But whaddaya know?  We’ve been thrown an unintentional 
lifeline, and now we Democrats may be saved by our own worst 
enemy: Sarah Palin.  Republicans thought the Proposition 19 issue 
of pot on the California ballot would be a terrible trap for 
Democrats, but another pot–a tea pot–is actually devastating the 
Grand Old Party by spewing forth lunatic candidates served up by 
waitress Sarah.  And it doesn’t seem America is going to be a big 
tipper on November 2. 
 
In primary after primary, Sarah Palin-endorsed extremist (how do I 
put this politely?) wackos are beating the hell out of mainstream 
Republicans.  It’s pretty amazing.  In recent months, such 
incumbent Republican stalwarts as Alaska’s Lisa Murkowski and 
Utah’s Bob Bennett have been cast aside in favor of inexperienced, 
extremist, and unappealingly shrill “Constitutionalists” who 
believe (for example) that Social Security and Medicare must be 
repealed.   From the Mad Hatter of Ken Buck in Colorado to the 
Tweedle-dum of Sharron Angle in Nevada to the Tweedle-dee of 
Christine O’Donnell in Delaware, electible Republicans are being 
shoved aside by fringe loons–and in many cases threatened 
Democrats such as Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid are now 
breathing easier.  Lisa Murkowski plans an aggressively run  
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Ordering Off the Menu (continued) 
 
write-in campaign in Alaska against Joe Miller, the Tea Party 
candidate who beat the incumbent for the Republican nomination.  
This could open the door for Democrat Mark Begich to become the 
new Senator from Alaska. 
 
Why do these extremist candidates have little chance of actually 
winning in general elections?   Because the Tea Party is scarcely as 
popular as the mainstream media would make it appear: only 12% 
of Americans identify themselves with the movement.   Though 
Obama’s favorability rating is down to 47%, the Tea Party’s is 
only 30% - just like Palin’s–and most Americans just don’t care 
about the Tea Party or don’t know much about it, whatever “it” is.  
There seems little consensus on just what its platform is, in toto, if 
anything.  And polling reveals most Americans who DO know 
about the movement don’t like it. 
 
To me, the Tea Party is the party of “NO” in extremis.  They claim 
to be pro-Constitution but offer no comprehension of the 
document.  They stand squarely against taxes, against immigration, 
against government–and FOR very little, if anything.  They shrilly 
insist they “want their country back.”  Well–I’ve got news for 
them–it ain’t THEIR country and their concept of what America 
SHOULD be has little to do with what our Founders intended.  
And as more of their selfish stupidity becomes commonly 
understood, their puppetmistress will continue to lose appeal to 
anyone but the brainwashed.  Taking pride in ignorance is no way 
to build a movement or inspire action.   But what it WILL do, as 
Ross Perot’s independent run did in 1992, will be to throw a life 
preserver to the Democrats.  Thank You, Sarah Palin.   Please give 
our tab to the Republicans; this dinner is on them. 
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“Mama, We’re All Crazy Now!” 
By Peter Cavanaugh 
 
In 1972, the English rock group Slade had a #1 hit in the U.K. with 
a torrid toe-tapper called “Mama, We’re All Crazy Now”, even 
proving their self-proclaimed insanity by spelling the song, 
“Mama, Weer All Crazee Now.” Quiet Riot, an American band, 
took the same tune to the top in 1984, as did Angeles del Infierno 
from Spain in 1991 with “Mamá, Estamos Todos Locos.”  In 2005, 
looking for something cool to write as a “My Space” profile 
quotation, I thought, “Mama Weer All Crazee Now” summed up 
everything quite nicely.  It’s still there, horrifyingly more 
meaningful than ever.  Now it shows up here. 
 
In the last few weeks, Christine “Don’t Even Keep Your Hands to 
Yourself” O’Donnell became the official Republican Senatorial 
candidate in Delaware for the forthcoming November elections, 
joining Tea Partiers Rand Paul (Kentucky), Joe Miller (Alaska), 
Sharron Angle (Nevada) and Pat Toomey (Pennsylvania) at the 
front line of an ominously threatening 2010 ultraconservative 
offensive, even as tea must be tasting like hemlock to traditional 
members of the Grand Old Party.  Karl Rove, coming to West Hills 
College in Coalinga on October 10 for a brief visit (instead of a 
more appropriate extended Pleasant Valley Prison stay), was 
forced by party pressures to endorse Ms. O’Donnell less than 24 
hours after publicly lamenting her win on fascist friendly FOX.  
Mr. Rove thus retains a profitable profile in powerful circles with 
an amazingly obeisant display of groveling, dog-like loyalty, but 
even he has to admit it IS getting pretty “nutty” all over, and not 
just with witchcraft-dabbling Christine. 
 
With our “combat mission” having “formally concluded” in Iraq, 
50,000 U.S. troops remain stationed in a situation only marginally 
more stable than Kabul.  Baghdad still lacks basic, dependable 
infrastructure seven full years since the American invasion to “get 
Saddam”. Things are blowing up with ever more dependable 
frequency. It seems certain to all but the badly bewildered that our  
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“Mama, We’re All Crazy Now!” (continued) 
 

new eight hundred million dollar American Baghdad embassy will, 
if accidentally left standing, eventually house the winners of an 
unavoidable civil war between Sunnis and Shiites, a certain 
conflict made inevitable by George the Conqueror’s stunning 
organizational ineptitude in the days and weeks following 
Saddam’s ouster and the Iraqi military’s complete capitulation.  All 
we had to do was not screw up a transitional government.  A 
trillion dollars later, retrospect reveals the enormity of blunder in 
“W’s” bluster.  
 
Then we have those “new elections” in Afghanistan, again filled 
with fakery, fraud and fiction.  A third less voters dipped their 
fingers in not-so-indelible ink this time around, compared to the 
estimated 6 million who probably didn’t even elect Hamid Karzai 
in the first place and got stuck with him anyway.  Like we did.  
The Obama Administration has sent an additional 50,000 U.S. 
troops into harm’s way in Afghanistan since taking office in 
January of 2009.  This legislative election was supposed to be part 
of the big pay off for our President’s yet inexplicable urge to surge, 
ushering in freedom and democracy across a barren, battered land–
now rendered even more broken than before. 
 
It’s getting weirder and wilder just about anywhere you look. 
  
I therefore close with the immortal words of the late Hunter S. 
Thompson: 
 
“When the going gets weird -- the weird turn pro.” 
 
I’m not completely sure what Hunter meant by that, but find 
myself in total agreement. 
 
Since weer all crazee now. Expesially mee. 
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My Thoughts About the Reception for Secretary Bowen 

by Devin Foster 
 

 
 
 
I was not very excited when arriving at the meeting but once I 
walked in, I remembered that I am meeting a person that is very 
high up in the state government.  I had met the primary candidate 
for the House of Representatives, Les Marsden, while in line for 
the buffet breakfast. We came to our seats and the meeting started 
with an introduction of Debra Bowen by Les Marsden. 
 
Debra Bowen spoke about voting in California and getting people 
registered to vote.  She would like to see people pre-register at the 
age of 15 to vote.  This will make it easier for when you are old 
enough to vote.  This can be done when young adults get their 
drivers licenses. 
 
After her talk, the meeting went on with questions from the 
audience.  I whispered to my Grandpa if I should ask her what she 
thinks on having tax cuts.  He said, “Why don’t you ask her about 
voting instead?”  Now I knew what I was going to ask.  I asked, 
“What are your thoughts on redistricting?”  She spoke on  
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The Reception for Secretary Bowen (continued) 
 
redistricting and using judges to redistrict instead of the legislature.  
At the end of her answer, she ended up having a question for me:  
 
“How can the minority interest of people in a district be 
expressed?” 
 
The question that Secretary Bowen asked was very tricky to 
answer. I have come up with some thoughts concerning this 
question. In areas where minority interests need to be expressed, 
the people should have debates on these issues and could have an 
elected representative of that area to better express the interests of 
the people.   
 
Those were my thoughts on August 7, 2010. 
 
(Club members Sandy and Ruth Stairs are Devin's proud 
grandparents). 
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Making a List, Checking it Twice 

By Anne Brock 
 
It’s that time of year when we’re all making lists–whom to 
vote for, what to make for Thanksgiving, what gifts to buy 
during the holiday season. 
 
The Mariposa Democratic Club keeps a very special list–a list 
of all the wonderful people who are club members! 
 
And as it turns out, there is no limit to the number of people 
who can join the Mariposa Democratic Club.  We have lots of 
room!  So we’re asking you to help us reach out.  Tell your 
friends about the club and tell them to join!  Heck, maybe you 
can give them a club membership and check off one of those 
boxes on your “holiday gift giving” list! 
 
Joining is easy–send a $10 check (individual) or $15 check 
(family) to: Mariposa Democratic Club, PO Box 5008-268, 
Mariposa, CA 95338.  This gives you access to the best club 
in town, with the grooviest people.  
 
How many times do we hear people say “There aren’t any 
Democrats in Mariposa?”  Well, there are–and the more 
people we get to join, the stronger we are!  So start those 
memberships flooding in! 
 

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES FOR NOVEMBER 2, 2010 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Barbara Boxer, U. S. Senate 
 
Jerry Brown, Governor 
 
Gavin Newsom, Lt. Governor 
 
Debra Bowen, Secretary of State 
 
John Chiang, Controller 
 
Bill Lockyer, Treasurer 
 
Kamala Harris, Attorney General 
 
Dave Jones, Insurance Commissioner 
 
Chris Parker, Board of Equalization District 2 
 
Larry Johnson, State Senate District 14 
 
Tom Torlakson, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
 
Isabel Barreras, State Center Community College District 
 
Loretta Edwards, Governing Board, MUSD Area 7 
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LES MARSDEN, Congressional District 19 (WRITE-IN) 

YOUR VOTE WILL BE COUNTED! 



 

A View of the Tea Party in Oakhurst 

By Ed Estes 
 
Last month the local Tea Party group had an open meeting at the 
Oakhurst Community Center.  It included an introductory movie 
about their organization and an update on current Tea Party 
activities. Although I am not of the Tea Party persuasion, I decided 
to go anyway - out of curiosity I guess. 
 
The event was well attended, about 100 people, including a 
sprinkling of younger people but no minorities (but then, this is 
Oakhurst).  The movie, about the beginning of the movement, was 
professionally done:  lots of parades, flags, throwing those boxes 
of British tea overboard and an upbeat message about taking the 
country back.  About the only particular policy issues addressed, as 
I recall (I wish I had taken notes), was their anger at the Bush 
administration over the bank bailout, the need to repeal 
"Obamacare", and to stop all that federal spending.  After the 
movie, a husband and wife team began stepping through all the 
many local Tea Party activities, usually of the standard political 
type:  demonstrations, meetings, passing out materials, talking to  
friends and neighbors, etc.  The presenters seemed very optimistic 
about the impact they were having and would have; there was a lot 
of energy in the room.  They stressed the openness of the 
organization, which at least at this meeting, seemed to be the case.  
They stated that the Tea Party is not a party and does not endorse 
candidates (I'm still working on that one).  Most of the materials 
and direction seemed to come from the Fresno group, which is 
putting on some really big (San Joaquin Valley wide) events.  On 
the whole, the event was definitely uplifting, but, at the same time, 
somewhat vacuous, i.e. without a specific agenda or concrete steps 
to achieve their goals.  On the other hand, their T-shirts were pretty 
nifty; they are a brilliant red and say "Tea Party Patriot".  I should 
have bought one. 
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A View of the Tea Party in Oakhurst (continued) 
 
I felt so bad that I wasn't able to glean more about the Tea Party 
agenda at the meeting that, when I got home, I "googled" them to 
see what I had missed.  What I discovered is that they clearly do 
have an agenda, and it's quite ambitious.  It is called "Contract 
from America", a take-off from the 1994 "Contract with America".  
It's "from" instead of "with" because it is a composite of themes 
from thousands of Tea Party contributors. 
 
It consists of ten agenda items, the thrust of which is to restrain or 
eliminate most federal institutions and activities (except those of 
the military, of course) through challenging their constitutionality 
or denying them funding.  "Obamacare", "Cap and Trade" and 
restrictions on drilling are all on the list, but, interestingly, Social 
Security and Medicare are not.  They also want to make all of the 
Bush tax cuts permanent, pass a balanced budget amendment and 
simplify the income tax code (can't be against that–that's 
motherhood).  The only problem with their proposed tax code is 
that, like our original constitution, it must be stated in 4,543 words 
or less (that shouldn't be hard, right?).  In the final analysis, I found 
the whole Tea Party scene rather depressing.  My only hope is that, 
if the Republican party really embraces a lot of this, we may end 
up seeing a repeat of the 1964 Goldwater election.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mountain Democrat, Oct. – Nov. 2010 Page 13 



 
Democratic Booth Work in the Time of the Tea Party 

by Ellie Schermerhorn 
 
The Madera County Democratic Central Committee, chaired by 
Susan Rowe, has always had a beautiful Democratic booth at the 
Madera County Fair held in September.  This year was no 
different, and we had the added bonus of beautiful weather. 
 
Husband Scott Hill and I arrived for our usual shift, and Susan was 
there, prepared as always.  We had no sooner put down our things 
when we were approached by a man wearing a yellow t-shirt 
emblazoned with a snake and the words "Don't Tread on Me", a 

symbol and slogan that has been adopted by the Tea Partiers.  
We figured the gentleman had come over from the TP booth, 
which was located right next to the Republican booth (surprised?). 
 
He immediately started peppering us with questions, all the while 
smiling disingenuously as if he were seriously interested in what 
we had to say, when he clearly wasn't. 
 
The first subject was the purpose of government stimulus, and I 
gave him a short lesson on the theory of Keynesian economics.  
Then the subject lurched to our schools, and he implied that 
anything wrong with our schools was the fault of the Democrats.  
Susan gave him an excellent analysis of how the Madera Unified 
School District had recently been sued for having "at large" 
elections for school board members, and that the school board 

had been composed of all white, Republican males.  She talked 
about one female Democrat who had previously resigned because 
she was tired of getting death threats. 
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Democratic Booth Work in the Time of the Tea Party (continued) 
 
Somehow, he segued to saying that all elected officials had 
"bloody hands".  At this point, Scott had had about enough of this 
guy and asked him who didn't have bloody hands.  "Does Sarah 

Palin have 'bloody hands'?  Does George Bush have 'bloody 

hands'?", Scott queried.  No answer was forthcoming from the 
man. 
 
I finally said I didn't think we'd be able to help him anymore, and 
what he needed to do was read.  I suggested The New Yorker 
magazine, the New York Times, the book Blinded by the Right, and 
former Secretary of the Treasury Paul O'Neill's book where he'd 
find the quote from Dick Cheney that "deficits don’t matter".  
He dutifully took notes and FINALLY wandered away back to his 
Tea Party booth.  
 
But we weren't done yet . . . 
 
Not long after he left, another gentleman (and I used the word 
loosely) came over and started perusing the information at our 
table, commenting that he “needed something for a laugh".  I 
didn't react to his comment so he made it again to make sure I got 
it.  I said, "Oh, thank you, God bless you, go in peace!", to which 
he replied, "I don't think your type believes in God".  I put my 
hands in the prayer position, bowed deeply to him, and said, "May 

Buddha bless you".  He turned on his heel and walked away. 
 
I think it takes psychopaths to intentionally walk up to a booth 
staffed by people they know hold beliefs different than they do and 
just start insulting them.  We have Glenn Beck, Sean Hannity, 
Rush Limbaugh, and Sarah Palin to thank for inspiring them. 
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Photos of Recent Democratic Events 

 

 

 
Susan Rowe explains School Board politics to stunned Tea Partier 

 

 
Eileen Cavanaugh advises the President at the Mariposa Fair 

 
Page 16 Mountain Democrat, Oct. – Nov. 2010 

Photos of Recent Democratic Events 
 

 
       Tiffany Tuell, Sierra Star reporter, lost in reverie 
 

 
Pati Stein and Sally Jeans enjoy their breakfast 
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Courtesy of Ginny Terrell 
 
Did you know that the words "race car" 
spelled backwards still spells race car?  
 
And that "eat" is the only word that, if 
you take the 1st letter and move it to the last, spells its past tense -- 
ate ? 
  
 

 

 

And if you rearrange the letters in                                                  

 

and add just a few more letters, it spells: "Shut-up, you progress-
blocking, benefit-grabbing, homophobic, resource-sucking, racist, 
hypocritical jerks, and face the fact that you nearly capsized the 
country under Bush" ? 
 
How weird is that? :-) 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Today’s Date:  ______________ 
 
___ Mariposa:  Annual Dues are  $10.00 per person 
                                                     $15.00 family 
                         Lifetime membership   $150.00 
or 
 
___ Oakhurst:  Annual Dues are $5.00 per person 
 
 
___ New Member      or ___ Renewal:  
 
How did you find out about us? ______________________ 
 
Name:  _________________________________________ 
Name:  _________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State:____ ZIP:________ 
 
Physical Address: _________________________________ 
City: ______________________ State:____ ZIP:________ 
 
Telephone: (______) ______________________________ 
E-Mail: ____________________Fax:_________________ 
Supervisorial District (if known): ____________________ 
 
Total Amount Enclosed: $__________ 
 
Please mail form and check payable to: 
  
Mariposa Democratic Club -or- Oakhurst Democratic Club 
PO Box 5008-268 PO Box 760 
Mariposa, CA  95338 Oakhurst, CA  93644 
(209) 742-1010 (559) 658-2342 
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